of the Secretary-General's High-Level Panel on Threats, Challenges and Change emphasized the links between economic development, security and human rights, and the imperative of collective action and cooperation between states. In a world divided by differences of power, wealth, culture and ideology, a central question in international law and organization is whether reaffirmation of the concept of collective security and a workable consensus on the means of its realization are possible.
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This book brings together a distinguished and diverse group of scholars and practitioners from Europe and the United States to examine these questions and to consider critically the findings and recommendations of the High-Level Panel and ensuing reports. The volume does so by assessing the various responsibilities, commitments, strategies, and institutions necessary for any meaningful conception of collective security both as a matter of practice and as a normative ideal in the fastchanging spheres of international law and organization and amongst a wide array of actors and interests.
The book is organized in four parts, each part considering a contested aspect of the current UN reform process. Part I begins by considering the current impetus for and likely success of UN institutional reform and, in particular, the place of collective security in international legal theory. Part II interrogates the concept of a "threat" to collective security and asks how such threats are to be addressed (and who decides). Part III analyzes the institutional innovations and potential limitations of the newly created Peacebuilding Commission and Human Rights Council, and questions how inclusive participation will be in these new international institutions. Given current and proposed conceptions of collective security, the chapters in this part address likely responses to urgent issues xv www.cambridge.org © in this web service Cambridge University Press Cambridge University Press 978-0-521-51543-6 -United Nations Reform and the New Collective Security Peter G. Danchin and Horst Fischer Frontmatter More information such as state failure, massive human rights violations, the activities of rogue states and non-state actors as regards terrorism and proliferation, and attempts to hold perpetrators to account for violations of international law. Finally, Part IV concludes by asking how any new collective security regime may affect developments on the ground, especially as viewed from practitioner and humanitarian perspectives.
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